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WOMEN IN DECISION-MAKING CONFERENCE 

HOPE FELLOWSHIPS PROGRAM 

 

NAAC - Hope Fellowship, sponsored by USAID organized one day conference on Women in 

Decision-making on Wednesday, May 23, 2012. The conference provided a platform for women 

leaders in Kosovo society to discuss on issues crucial for Kosovo’s development. The conference 

brought Hope Fellowships Program Network and all relevant stakeholders in Kosovo society 

together to reflect, inspire and connect to each other. Hope Fellows also presented the findings 

on the sectors of: the Rule of Law, Economy, Diplomacy & Democracy and Education & Health.  

The opening remarks were presented by Laura Kryeziu, Program Manager of Hope Fellowship 

Program and Maureen Shauket, USAID Mission Director in Kosovo. Her Excellency Atifete 

Jahjaga, President of the Republic of Kosovo, keynote speaker emphasized the critical 

importance of Involvement (Inclusion) of women in decision making to build a modern 

democratic state.   

 

The first panel: “Rule of Law in Kosovo – Reflection on the Rights of Women”. Hope Fellow, 

Ariana Qosaj-Mustafa, Legal advisor, Office of the President of Kosovo clarified laws covering 

gender issues and focusing on equity, protection and safety of women. She emphasized existing 

institutional mechanisms and highlighted economic limitations, judicial challenges, policy 

development process and investment in long-term reintegration of abused women. Additionally, 

she stressed institutional mechanisms and highlighted their limitations in the economic aspect, 

judicial challenges, policy development process and investment in long-term reintegration of 

abused women. Ariana’s recommendations were regarding advocacy activities and mobilization 

by women support.  

 

Hope fellow Suzana Krasniqi, Director of Legal Issues, Treaties and Human Rights Department, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, provided provisions on gender equality guaranteed by the Kosovo’s 

Constitution. She raised the concern of implementation of these provisions and stressed the 

violation of human rights and under-representation in the labor market faced by in majority of 

women. Suzana, discussed women's discontent associated with lack of suitable employment and 
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education. She strongly recommended for a focused and sustained effort to implement existing 

laws. 

 

Hope Fellow Evliana Berani, Owner, News Agency Infoglobi, provided an overview of the 

media, gender aspects of ownership and editorial policies in mainstream television, radio, 

newspapers and agencies. Evliana, stated that “This is a changing world, where communication 

is changing and women must catch the rhythm”. She emphasized the need for gender 

representation in Radio Television of Kosovo, public broadcaster.  Based on a media monitoring 

she conducted during December 2011, she concluded that women are drastically quantitatively 

and qualitatively underrepresented. 

 

The second panel: “Women and Economics: The economic situation in Kosovo and the 

involvement of women in economic decision making". Hope Fellow Zana Sulhasi-Zherka, 

New Product Development Coordinator, Post Telecommunication of Kosovo, made a correlation 

between poverty and social schemes, for which she said “have been static for years” and noted 

that poverty continues to affect more women and young people. She emphasized the impact of 

informal economy and how it compromises the quality of statistics, emphasizing the importance 

of distinguishing economic growth and economic development. She provided on overview 

analysis of Kosovo’s financial system including banking system, pension system, micro financial 

and insurance system. 

 

Hope Fellow Lejla Sadiku, Project Manager and Political Advisor, Royal Norwegian Embassy in 

Kosovo began her presentation by stating that Kosovo society success of the few cannot be 

based on the determining for the many.  Lejla, presented her analysis of employment challenges and 

the negative impact maternity leave had in the employment of women. She recommended a stronger 

emphasis on the need to promote the importance of completion of education and  a further 

analysis on the importance of introducing incentives for sharing the family burden. 

 

Hope Fellow Shqipe Neziri, Parliamentary Analyst, UNDP Kosovo, emphasized that “promotion 

of women is not a moral need but a strategic necessity”. She outlined for investment in rural 
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zones, entrepreneurship, equal share of property inheritance and cases of divorce, strengthening 

organizations that lobby on behalf of women issues.     

 

Third panel: “Diplomacy and Democracy in Kosovo: Women's role in democratic processes". 

Hope fellow Arjeta Emra, Country Director, British Council, reflected on the benefits of her 

experience in Washington DC and how it helped her to learn and understand public diplomacy and 

how different mechanism such as US House of Representatives, State Department, Thinks Tank and 

lobbying organization conduct it. As a result of her experience she commenced a public diplomacy 

initiative named “KS talks to EU” supported by British Council and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where 

she brought together many stakeholders and EU countries that did not recognize independence of Kosovo to 

discus together their positions. Arjeta, defined public diplomacy “as a conversation among the public” 

and highlighted the need for Kosovo’s institutions to develop a comprehensive institutional public 

diplomacy strategy.  Arjeta listed the contributions of this project, emphasized the importance of involvement 

of women in diplomacy and provided readiness for cooperation with civil society within the Steering 

Committee for Public Diplomacy. 

 

Hope Fellow Shqipe Hajredini, Community Affairs Officer, OSCE focused her significant 

contributions that few Kosovo women made in international arena. Shqipe concluded that lack of 

information leads to the inability of political engagement and improving decision-making for 

women. Shqipe brought statistics and quotes from the reports of international institutions and media 

about their perception for phenotype of Kosovo women and in the end concluding that “right to be 

equal, it is not an additional right '.  

 

Hope Fellow Pranvera Dobruna, Freelance Consultant, formerly Executive Director of KEK, spoke 

about how her experience in Washington DC and emphasized how this experience supported her in 

the establishment of Kosovo Energy Regulatory Body. Being experienced in this sector, she pointed 

the need for economic diplomacy with a focus on energy. Efforts in this domain would advocate for 

the economic interest of Kosovo, since it will ensure the presence of our country in international 

economic forums (Energy Charter Treaty) and the promotion of Kosovo vast energy resources, 

particularly its coal reserves.  
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Fourth panel: Encompassed Health and Education Sectors “The challenges of health system in 

Kosovo: Women and Health" and "The importance of education for overall development". 

 

Hope fellow Selvete Krasniqi, Deputy Director, National Institute for Public Health began her 

presentation by quoting Mother Teresa: “If you think health is expensive — try disease!” She 

spoke about the challenges of health system in Kosovo with a focus on women health issues. She 

stressed out that Kosovo’s Health Strategy should focus on preventing rather than treating 

diseases. Her recommendations were linked to advocating on the rights of women to have free 

health services that will prevent breast and cervical cancer for example mobile mammography, 

HPV virus testing and PAPA tests.  

 

Hope Fellow Arbërie Nagavci, Superintendent, Primary School “Yll Morina”, Gjakovë. Her 

presentation focused on the long term challenges of education and its impact on development and 

emphasized the need of intensive reform, decentralization, curriculum reform and the new 

teacher licensing system. She did indicated that there have been some improvements in building 

infrastructure, quality education in secondary level, however she mentioned that the country is 

very deficient in curricula and teaching methods which do not reflect the needs of Kosovo and 

European market; She pointed out that methods of assessment do not guarantee quality and that 

insufficiency of quality of education having in mind fundamental issues such as high school drop 

outs.   

 

Avni Mustafaj, Executive Director, National Albanian American Council in his closing remark 

emphasized the importance of strengthening the professional network of women as a mechanism that 

will affect the creation of institutional values and culture in order to be joint partners in the process of 

state building. He emphasized that equal participation of women in Kosovo is still not in the desired level 

where it needs to be and that there is an army of women trained and prepared by Hope Fellowship 

 

Mr. Mustafaj talked about activities of NAAC in Washington, DC in advocating for Albanians 

and promoting peace and economic development in the Balkans by fostering democratic policy, 

promoting respect for human rights, and conducting educational and developmental programs. 

Mr. Mustafaj pointing out to the future of the program shared his vision of HF moving forward 
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and the role of the network. He shared that NAAC-HF’s goal is to create subject matter committees 

where fellows will serve as a think tank to significantly impact Kosovo future and not just women right.  

 

As a result and a follow-on activity of the conference Hope Fellowship Program will re-gather 

smaller groups of fellows from respective sectors, to analyze and re-identify recommendations 

for an action based advocacy initiative.  
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Annex 1:  Women on Decision-Making Conference summary recommendations 

 

Based on the NAAC HF philosophy of leading and empowering, the goal of this conference was 

to provide information, discus issues and make recommendations based on which the Hope 

Fellowship Alumni will develop its future network activity strategy. The “Women on Decision-

Making” conference brought up many issues in the fields of rule of law, economy, democracy, 

diplomacy, health and education. A summary of recommendations from the conference include:  

Recommendation 1: Mobilization of women and engagement in advocacy activities, with an aim 

to improve rule of law with the focus on gender issues.  

Recommendation 2: Advocating for improving law implementation with the focus on laws that 

protect human rights and initiating activities to improve under-representation of women in the 

labor market. 

Recommendation 3: Enhancement of gender representation in Radio Television of Kosovo as 

public broadcaster and action in relation to protecting women’s interests in the process of 

privatization.   

Recommendation 4: Fighting informal economy. 

Recommendation 5: Promotion of importance of completion of education for young girls and 

introduction of incentives for sharing the family burden. 

Recommendation 6: Investment in rural, entrepreneurship, equal share of inheritance, and 

strengthening of advocating organizations. 

Recommendation 7: Inclusion of women in public diplomacy efforts through cooperation with 

civil society. 

Recommendation 8: The need for economic-energy diplomacy through which will advocate 

ensuring the presence of Kosovo in international economic forums. 

Recommendation 9: To advocate on the rights of women to have access to free health services 

that will prevent breast and cervical cancer such as mobile mammography, HPV virus testing 

and PAPA tests. 

Recommendation 10: To advocate on issues that will have an impact in the improvement of 

quality of education. 
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Pictures: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hope-

Fellowships/238306759763?ref=hl#!/media/set/?set=a.10150902112834764.437242.238306759

763&type=3  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hope-Fellowships/238306759763?ref=hl#!/media/set/?set=a.10150902112834764.437242.238306759763&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hope-Fellowships/238306759763?ref=hl#!/media/set/?set=a.10150902112834764.437242.238306759763&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hope-Fellowships/238306759763?ref=hl#!/media/set/?set=a.10150902112834764.437242.238306759763&type=3

