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On February 17, 2013, the Republic of
Kosova, the youngest republic and the republic with the youngest populace in Europe
celebrated the 5th Anniversary of its Declaration of Independence.
In 5 short years, Kosova has been recognized as an independent country by nearly
100 countries; is a member of the World
Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD); has a professionally
trained army, preparing to be in NATO; and
is negotiating directly with the EU on visa

liberalization and the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA). In her last trip as
US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton visited
Kosova and declared that its sovereignty is
secure and its independence is guaranteed.
Continued on Page 2

Upcoming Events


International Women’s
Day, March 8



Hope Fellowship Kosovo Leadership Program , March



Hope Fellowship
Washington Leadership
Program, June

Rep. Engel on Kosova

Rep. Peters on Kosova

February 17 marked
the fifth anniversary of
Kosova's independence,
and the people of Kosova have a great deal of
which they can be
proud. In only five years
as an independent
state, Kosova has been
recognized by almost
100 countries, it is a
member of the World Bank, IMF, and
EBRD. Kosova's sovereignty is stronger
than ever with the end of "supervised independence," and inter-ethnic relations are

This week, I join Albanians and Kosovars in
Michigan and around the
globe to celebrate the 5th
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence of
the Republic of Kosova.
Throughout a challenged
history, the Kosovar people have persevered and
today their democratically
elected government endures. Kosova’s
independence is now recognized by 98
members of the United Nations and I am
confident that number will continue to grow.
Continued on Page 2

Continued on Page 3
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Hope Fellowship Phase V Announced
The National Albanian American Council
(NAAC) launched Phase V of the Hope Fellowship program in December 2012. NAAC
found it critically important to empower Kosovo’s women by building their leadership
skills because women are largely underrepresented in both the public and private sectors of society. In line with the USAID’s strategic plan for Kosovo, NAAC realizes the
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importance of gender equality as a core development objective, fundamental for the
realization of human rights, and key to effective and sustainable development outcomes.
NAAC has, therefore, chosen to focus its
efforts on women’s empowerment through
the Hope Fellowship program, the preeminent women’s leadership and development
program in the Balkans. Continued on Page 6
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Kosova has received assurance from the
EU and the US that it will become a full
fledged member of EuroAtlantic Institutions.
The Presidents and Prime Ministers of
Kosova and Serbia have essentially negotiated neighborly relations and now are
discussing integration of the ethnic Serbs
into Prishtina structures. An agreement
was reached to use the Border Customs
collections to fund these structures, but
they must report directly to Prishtina authorities.
Congressman Eliot Engel said “the EU
sponsored Kosova Serbia dialogue has
made real progress and is encouraging to
a region which longs for an end to conflict
and to peoples who want to live their lives
in peace and prosperity.”
The road connecting Kosova and Albania now makes it possible for people and
commerce to travel from Prishtina to Tirana in less than 3 hours, and 30 minutes

“While agreements have been
made, in order for Kosova to
truly be a modern state, then all
of its people must feel that this
is their homeland…”
to the port city of Durres. Kosova is preparing a tender for a road connecting Kosova to Macedonia, and within the past 2
years, more than 200,000 ethnic Macedonians go to the beaches in Albania.
While agreements have been made, in
order for Kosova to truly be a modern
state, then all of its people must feel that
this is their homeland, that they too have a
share in it and that their children have an
equal opportunity for a better future. The
minorities, particularly the Serbs, must begin to integrate into Kosova institutions, as
they have the broadest minority rights in
Europe, and the Albanians must continue
to demonstrate world renowned hospitality,
honor and respect we show to all people.

Rep. Peters: Kosova’s 5 Years of Independence
Continued from Page 1

I was fortunate to visit Albania and
Kosova, in which I saw many homes with
not just an Albanian flag – but an American flag flying right by its side. I am
proud to be a friend of the Kosovar people and as an active leader of the Albanian Congressional Caucus in Washington, D.C. I continue to support the un-

breakable bond between the United
States and Albania and work to
strengthen the sovereignty of the Republic of Kosova.
Let us celebrate the continued independence and growth of the Republic of
Kosova and its determination to engage
in the democratic process.

NAAC Meets with Macedonian Delegation
During the month of February, NAAC
met with a delegation of high level dignitaries from Macedonia. The delegation
included Speaker of the Parliament, Mr.
Trajko Veljanovski, Minister of Economy,
Mr. Valon Saraqini, Members of Parliament, as well as Cabinet Members of the
Speaker of the Parliament. Both parties
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promoted good cooperation, fostering an
ethnically integrated society, and creating
opportunities for economic development
in Macedonia and the Balkans. NAAC is
dedicated to promoting exchanges between Balkan countries and encouraging
a spirit of cooperation based on democratic principles.
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Rep. Engel: 5 Years of Kosova Independence
Continued from Page 1

“Along with other
countries in the region, Kosova's
membership in
NATO will cement its
Western outlook
while adding another strongly proAmerican country to
the Alliance.”
-Rep. Eliot Engel,
Ranking Member,
House Foreign
Affairs Committee

To access Rep. Engel’s article
online, which was published on
the Huffington Post, please
click here.
To read the article in Albanian,
please click here.

making visible and steady progress. The
World Bank put an exclamation point on its
accomplishments when it confirmed in its
important "Doing Business 2012" report that
no country had improved more than Kosova.
It has been an honor and a pleasure to
stand by the people of Kosova as they have
moved from tragedy to triumph over the last
20 years. But the struggle is not yet over.
Kosova is still impeded by some countries'
unwillingness to recognize the new nation
while others still block Kosova from joining
the UN and smoothly advancing on its Euro
-Atlantic future.
Even with the difficulties, the EUsponsored Kosova-Serbia Dialogue has
made real progress. That is good news.
The meetings between Prime Ministers
Thaci and Dacic and Presidents Jahjaga
and Nikolic are encouraging to a region
which longs for an end to conflict and to
peoples who want to live their lives in peace
and prosperity. The personal involvement
and leadership of Secretary of State Clinton
and EU Foreign Policy Chief Lady Ashton
has been critical to the advances we have
seen. But we must not stop there. It's time
to reach beyond than small, less-significant
arrangements, and toward an accord which
might bring the long-standing conflict to a
conclusion.
With John Kerry taking over as Secretary of State, it is vital that the United States
continue to put a priority on this region and
ensure that the Dialogue will not devolve
into talks for the sake of talks -- because, in
the Balkans, we know from experience that
stagnation breeds frustration and conflict.
Continued progress between Kosova and
Serbia and throughout the Balkans is always accompanied by high-level U.S. attention.
Along with the Dialogue, Kosova's progress toward the key Euro-Atlantic structures, the European Union and NATO, must
be a priority for the United States and our
European allies. Brussels is working with
Prishtina on moving Kosova toward a Stabilization and Association Agreement and

Rep. Eliot Engel pictured with the late President of Kosova
Ibrahim Rugova

toward Visa Liberalization where Kosovars
would be able to travel freely to Europe as
citizens of their fellow Balkan countries can
already do. Unfortunately, the progress is
halting and slow, and unlike its neighbors,
every little step in Kosova's progress with
Brussels could face a veto by one of the
five EU non-recognizers. While this makes
the climb even steeper, it makes Kosova's
accomplishments even more significant. In
the end, we must be clear-eyed that Kosova must be included in Europe along with
its neighbors, because otherwise we would
create a new black hole in the Balkans
where our worst fears of crime, corruption,
and worse could come true.
Kosova's pathway toward NATO is
equally important. Along with other countries in the region, Kosova's membership in
NATO will cement its Western outlook while
adding another strongly pro-American
country to the Alliance. Of course, membership in NATO requires Kosova to develop a
military, and I am glad that we may see the
early steps in that direction through the
planning of a professional, defensive army
later this year. As a sovereign and independent republic, Kosova has every right to
build its armed forces, and it speaks highly
of the new country that it plans to work
closely with the United States and our European allies on the timing and organization
of its defense forces. We must not buy into
the irrational fears of some who express
unfounded misgivings about a potential
Continued on page 4
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Contact Information
National Albanian
American Council (NAAC)
1133 20th Street, NW
Suite 210
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: (202) 466 - 6900
Fax: (202) 466 - 5593
NAAC Hope Fellowship
Office — Prishtina
Sejdi Kryeziu
No 5 Pejton Place
Prishtina, Kosova
Tel: +381-38-609-220
Fax: +381-38-609-220

About NAAC
NAAC is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to advocating
for Albanians and promoting
peace and economic development in the Balkans by fostering democratic policy, promoting respect for human rights,
and conducting educational and
developmental programs.

Connect With Us

Kosova military considering the assurances that it will be small and defenseoriented. Regardless, I look forward to
the day when Kosova's troops will stand
side-by-side with American soldiers in
the fight against international terrorism
and other global ills.
There are certainly additional challenges which the new country must still
address. Unemployment is high, corruption continues to place a drag on the
economy, and inter-ethnic relations must
continually be strengthened. At the same
time, agreements between Serbia and
Kosova must be fully implemented, and

parallel structures in the north must either be eliminated completely or made a
transparent part of the unified Kosovar
state so that minorities can be treated
fairly wherever they are.
The United States has and will always
remain the best friend of the Republic of
Kosova. We will continue to promote
Kosova's development, respect for its
sovereignty, and expansion of the number of recognizing countries. With the
growing friendship between our nations
and our peoples, it is my hope that the
next five years will be even better than
the first five.

HF Program Assistant Allegra Panetto
On February 11,
2013, Allegra Panetto
joined the HF staff in
Washington as the
Program
Assistant.
Allegra was most recently a Peace Corps
volunteer in Malawi, working on community projects, including a women’s empowerment camp. Before Peace Corps,

she worked at Columbia University’s
alumni magazine as the Assistant to the
Editor and Office Manager. Allegra is a
graduate of Barnard College, Columbia
University with a degree in Russian Regional Studies and Human Rights.
Allegra is looking forward to working
with the team to ensure the Hope Fellows have a memorable and lifechanging experience!

NAAC Intern Silva Tase HF Intern Nejvi Bejko
In
December
2012, Silvana Tase
joined NAAC as a
spring intern. Silvana,
originally
from
Albania,
earned her BA in
Political
Science
and International Relations in Italy. After graduating, Silvana went back to
Albania to work for the City Hall of her
native city, Permet. She was responsible for the Education department and
later became the Cultural Director. She
came to the US last year and is very
happy to work as an intern at NAAC.
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In February, Nejvi
Bejko joined the
Hope Fellowship program as a spring intern. Nejvi moved to
America at the age of
nine, and has over 6
years of experience
in customer-service related fields.
She received her AA in General Education and is now working on her BA in Media Communication and Advertising.
She is very excited to be part of the
team and is eager to meet all the Hope
Fellows who are embarking on this wonderful journey.

February 2013 Newsletter

Photos from February 2013

“We also recognize
the work and sacrifices of our AlbanianAmerican Community
that has invested with
all their means to build
meaningful relationship with US political
leaders starting in
their district. The partnership they’ve
started and built we
shall continue to nurture and cultivate together.”
-H.E. Akan Ismaili,
Kosova’s Ambassador
to the U.S.

Chairman of the NAAC Board, Martin Shkreli (far right), during a reception for Kosova’s Independence in NYC

Reception for Kosova’s Independence in New York City

NAAC Board Member, Halil Mula (far right), during a
reception for Kosova’s Independence in New York City

Rep. Eliot Engel gives a speech at the Kosova Embassy’s celebration of the 5th Anniversary of Independence as Ambassador Akan Ismaili looks on.

NAAC staff (from left Silvana Tase, Nejvi Bejko, Allegra
Panetto) meets former Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright at her book signing.

To read the Ambassador’s full
remarks from the 5th anniversary reception, please click
here.
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Hope Fellowship Phase V Announced
Contact Information
NAAC Hope Fellowship Office
Washington, D.C.
1133 20th Street, NW
Suite 210
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: (202) 466 - 6900
Fax: (202) 466 - 5593
NAAC Hope Fellowship Office
Prishtina
Sejdi Kryeziu
No 5 Pejton Place
Prishtina, Kosova
Tel: +381-38-609-220
Fax: +381-38-609-220

About Hope Fellowships
The NAAC Hope Fellowship
Program is created and administered by the National Albanian American Council and
sponsored by the United
States Agency for International
Development (USAID).

The Hope Fellowship program was
established in 2001 by NAAC and is
funded by the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) to
strengthen the role of women in policy
and decision-making in Kosovo. To date,
over 1,500 fellows have completed the
program and are actively engaged in
leading new initiatives in their jobs and
communities in Albania, Kosovo, Macedonia and Montenegro. Graduate fellows
are at the forefront of creating and securing democratic practice, economic development, and an ethnically integrated society.

“More than 120 women will be
trained in Kosovo in the next
two years, and 32 women leaders will be awarded a fellowship
in Washington D.C.”
Phase V of the Hope Fellowship program champions the growth of women
leaders in Kosovo by providing opportunities for them to explore and develop
their leadership capacities and expertise
through trainings, active research, creative initiatives, dialogues, and team work.
More than 120 women will be trained in
Kosovo in the next two years, and 32

women leaders will be awarded a fellowship in Washington D.C.
In-country trainings will focus on diplomacy, democratic state building, and
economic development policies. On an
annual basis, two classes of eight participants will travel to Washington, DC for
four weeks of research site visits, public
events, one-on-one consultations, and
networking opportunities. The participants will develop individual project proposals while in Kosovo, learn about project management and implementation
while in Washington, DC, and implement
them in their respective institutions upon
returning to Kosovo. Additionally, each
group will develop an initiative that is related to their professional expertise, community needs, and is sector-specific. The
group projects will be implemented within
6 months of the fellows’ return to Kosovo
and will make an impact on their communities or workplaces. The first group is
scheduled to come to Washington DC in
June 2013 and will focus on Democracy
and Diplomacy.
These activities will contribute to our
program goals, which are to strengthen in
-country human capital, empower women
leaders, and increase inter-ethnic cooperation.

HF and USAID Partner to Promote Good Governance
Connect With Us

As Kosova celebrates its 5th year of
independence, the continuation and
support of good governance remains a
key issue. The Hope Fellowship’s next
Washington Leadership Program, slated
to begin in early June, will bring 8 exemplary Kosovar women to the U.S. capital
for a 4 week program focusing on Democracy and Diplomacy.
Participants will develop individual
project proposals while in Kosova, learn
about project management and imple6

mentation in Washington, and administer them in their respective institutions
upon returning to Kosova. Additionally,
the group will develop an initiative that is
related to their professional expertise,
community needs and is sector-specific.
The USAID funded program addresses gender inequality in Kosovo
and provides opportunities to strengthen
women leaders in-country in order for
them to be successful in their leadership
positions.
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Alumna in Action: Suzana Krasniqi
“Thirteen years ago, some
of us were scattered
around the world as refugees, others blocked in
Kosovo fearing for life —
stateless, uncertain about
our future. Today, we stand
among you as citizens of a
free country, the youngest
democracy in Europe, with
stories to tell, vision to
share and willingness to
see that vision through.”
-Lejla Sadiku
Hope Fellow
Economy & Energy - 2012
To read Lejla’s full graduation
speech, given on Capital Hill,
please click here.

The NAAC Hope Fellowship
Program is created and administered by the National Albanian American Council and
sponsored by the United
States Agency for International
Development (USAID).

During her Hope Fellowship in 2010,
Suzana
Krasniqi,
who is the Director of
Legal Issues at the
Department of Treaties
and
Human
Rights and a lawyer
at Kosova’s Constitutional Court, designed a project titled “Research on
International Treaties”. She completed
her project in January 2013, which sup-

ports the improvement and strengthening of human rights in Kosovo. Her research and experience has found that
as Kosovo continues to join international organizations and mechanisms, it
will be obliged to report on and respect
human rights.
“The experience I gained and the
knowledge I absorbed during my Hope
Fellowship considerably enhanced my
role in contributing to Rule of Law in
Kosova,” says Krasniqi.

Alumna in Action: Lirie Lokaj
Hope Fellow Lirie Lokaj, from the
2012 Democracy and Diplomacy
group, finalized her research initiative
titled “Attitudes of Kosovar Adolescents Toward Gender Equality.” Lokaj,
who is a psychologist by training,
wants to empower women and reduce
gender inequalities through psychological programs. She seeks to transform gender roles and promote more
gender-equitable relationships, especially by promoting the existing laws on
gender equality and discrimination.

“The current results
suggest that policy
makers could particularly target young
groups of the population for a range of interventions by introducing awareness and
violence prevention activities within
school curricula,” writes Lokaj in her
report.
To read the report in full, please
click here.

HF Launches Alumni Network Committees
With over 170 alumnae engaged in
groundbreaking work and advocacy, the
Hope Fellowship is proud to announce
the creation of the HF Alumni Network.
It will consist of a Steering Committee
and three Alumni Network Committees.
The Committees are part of a larger initiative that focuses on encouraging professional development and voluntarism
in HF groups, both past and present.
7

The Alumni Network Committees will
have the opportunity to propose grants
to fund small-scale projects pertaining to
their HF group’s theme. A Volunteer Fellow of the Year Award will also be given
to an alumna who demonstrates selfinitiative and promotes the practice of
equal treatment for women in her workplace and society.

February 2013 Newsletter

Phase IV Washington Leadership Program Over the Years
Rule of Law
Spring 2010

Education
Fall 2010

Diplomacy & Democracy
Spring 2011

To see more photos from the Washington Leadership Program, please click here
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Phase IV Washington Leadership Program Over the Years
Health & Social Welfare
Fall 2011

Economy & Energy
Spring 2012

Diplomacy & Democracy
Summer 2012

To see more photos from the Washington Leadership Program, please click here
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Quotes from Alumnae of the Washington Leadership Program
“I, as other women that were in the program
can also attest, was eager to learn as much
as I could from this program, and to open my
mind so we can build a strong vision and contribute to the society… The Hope Fellowship
Program was very successful to give me this
energy and the necessary knowledge.”

“Being part of the Hope Fellowship Program
in Washington DC for six weeks, meeting so
many great people who shared with us their
time, knowledge, resources and their best
practices, was a really life changing experience… I would like to thank NAAC staff and
USAID for making the program possible!”

Alma Lama
Rule of Law - Spring 2010

Zarife Miftari
Health & Social Welfare - Fall 2011

“The Hope Fellowship Program offered me
the opportunity to meet and work with different people engaged in environmental organizations in D.C., and made my dream come
true by visiting the U.S. as well. Today, we
are back in Kosova; we have completed the
program, and are eager to be actively engaged in leading new initiatives in our jobs
and communities.”
Vera Rexhepi
Education - Fall 2010

“The Hope Fellowship program was a tremendous experience, and I consider it to
have indeed been an opportunity that enriched and challenged us on so many levels
— academically, professionally, culturally and
socially.”

“We had the most amazing experience
meeting with different think-tank groups,
presenting at the most reputable U.S. institutions, and interacting at our wonderful research sites, helped us develop further our
projects. We gained new leadership skills
that we believe will strengthen our country.”

of the Hope Fellowship program, which is a
lifetime experience. The program offered a
fantastic opportunity for me to experience
the U.S. political system first-hand. In addition, I learned more about the history, legal
environment and contemporary trends of
the civil society sector in the U.S.”

Afërdita Rushiti
Deplomacy & Democracy - Spring 2011

Ardita Metaj-Dika
Diplomacy & Democracy - Summer 2012

Zana Sulhasi-Zherka
Economy & Energy - Spring 2012

“It was a true honor and privilege to be part

To read Hope Fellowship success stories, please click here
Want to share an idea, story or photos for inclusion in the next NAAC/Hope Fellowship Newsletter?
Please email Allegra Panetto at apanetto@naac.org by Friday, March 22.
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